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Abstract

Imagination is essential for man, spirit, heart, mind and sense; it is integral as long as life lasts.
Fantasy has received a great intention, especially of the creative; the term "imagination” was known
in ancient Arabic dictionaries, and also known by Muslim and Greek philosophers. The term was
also known to the ancient Arab linguists, such as Al-Girjani, Abu Hilal al-Askari, and Hazem al-
Qurtajinni. Cultural mixing in the Abbasid era caused a complication of literary fantasy forms;
hence, authors and writers innovated new ways resulted in renovation of fantasy. The books of
Abbasid era were full of tales and fantasy which characterized by literary maturity; therefore, this
study aims to shed light on the highness and glory of literary arts in Abbasid era and discussing the
concept of imagination in terms of language and terminology, and illustrating some tales and
fantasy stories in detail. The importance of this study lies in its focusing on the cumulative
knowledge and information through shedding light on imagination and fantasy in that era, taking
samples from the first literary heritage books which highlighted imagination and fantasy, depending
entirely on descriptive analytical approach.

Key words: Imagination — Fantasy - Abbasid era.
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- Charles Haroche, Les langages du roman, (Paris: les éditeurs francais réunis,
1976).

- Lorenzo Menoud, Qu’est-ce que la fiction? chemins philosophiques, (Paris:
collection dirigée par Roger Pouivet, Librairie philosophique J.Vrin, 2005).
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