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Abstract

This study examines differences in Arabic writing skills among tenth-grade
students at MAN 1 Deli Serdang according to their previous educational
backgrounds by comparing graduates of Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTs) and Sekolah
Menengah Pertama (SMP). The study is grounded in the premise that students do
not enter upper secondary education with equivalent levels of prior linguistic
knowledge and experience and that such prior knowledge may be associated with
their readiness to perform Arabic writing tasks. A quantitative descriptive-
comparative design was employed. The analytical sample consisted of 28 students,
including 14 SMP graduates and 14 MTs graduates. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, the Shapiro-Wilk test for normality, Levene's test for
homogeneity of variance, and an Independent Samples t-Test. SMP graduates
obtained a mean writing score of 71.50 (SD = 2.139), whereas MTs graduates
obtained a mean score of 81.57 (SD = 2.848). The independent-samples analysis
indicated a statistically significant difference between the groups, (t(26)=-10.580,
p<0.001), corresponding to a mean difference of 10.071 points in favor of MTs
graduates. The standardized difference was also substantial, with Cohen's (d=4.00)
and Hedges' (g=3.88). Although these results indicate a pronounced difference
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within the present sample, the non-experimental design does not establish previous
school type as a direct causal factor. Other variables, including actual exposure to
Arabic, non-formal religious education, motivation, and initial academic
proficiency, may also contribute to the observed difference. The findings highlight
the importance of diagnostic assessment and differentiated instruction based on
students' demonstrated proficiency rather than previous school type alone.

Keywords: Arabic Writing Skills, Prior Knowledge, Educational Background,
Madrasah Tsanawiyah, Junior High School.
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